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• Fix or agree prices between businesses
• Engage in bid-rigging (for example 

cover pricing, where some businesses 
agree to submit bids that are too high 
to be accepted by the customer, so 
that an agreed-upon low bidder wins 
the business)

• Limit production or output
• Share customers or markets (for 

example by agreeing with another 
business not to compete with each 
other by targeting certain customers or 
territories)

Cartels include agreements to:



People who engage 
in cartel activity can 
be investigated for 
committing a criminal 
offence, and be 
sentenced to up to five 
years in prison

Competition law is about 
protecting the interests 
of the general public
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Implications for people in the HTA
Whilst the law can appear complex and daunting, it’s important to remember that it is there to support 
fair and competitive business activity and is therefore entirely in line with our objectives as a trade 
association. As long as HTA employees, contractors, and volunteers act within the spirit of ensuring 
fair competition and value for consumers, it’s unlikely that any they will be breaking competition law. 
However, sticking to the following ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ will protect you individually as well as the HTA and its 
members as a whole.

Do Don’t
Ask if in doubt. Senior staff in the HTA are aware of and 
trained on competition law, and where necessary we have 
access to legal advice to guide HTA activity. We can’t provide 
legal advice to members on their own activity, but your own 
solicitors will be able to provide you with guidance.

Worry! Competition law is there to protect businesses and 
consumers. If you’re aware of the broad provisions of the 
law set out in in this guidance and act in good faith, you’re 
unlikely to go too far wrong.

Report any instances where you think HTA activities such as 
meetings, networking, or information sharing are breaching 
competition law (gandc@hta.org.uk) . We will investigate 
and take the appropriate corrective action.

Share competitively sensitive commercial information 
or future commercial decisions with other businesses. 
Discussing historical data, current market conditions or 
general future challenges in the market is very unlikely to be 
anti-competitive. However, discussing or agreeing with other 
businesses (for instance) future pricing is highly likely to be 
anti-competitive.

Follow the scheme rules we have in place. These are 
designed to protect the HTA and its members, by minimising 
the risk of anti-competitive behaviour; scheme rules are 
reviewed by qualified legal professionals.

Use HTA (or any other) meetings, networking groups, 
or committees to develop, discuss or agree collective 
commercial policies, activities or strategies between 
members.

Raise any concerns about information sharing in any of 
our meetings immediately with the chair of the meeting 
and/or HTA representative present. They are briefed and 
empowered to end any discussions at risk of breaking the 
law and to support participants raising such concerns.

Discuss in meetings your business’ future plans in areas such 
as pricing, production or output levels, wages, or targeting of 
customers, markets or territories.

Further information
It’s beyond the scope of this document to provide comprehensive information on competition law. 
However, further information on competition law is available from the Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA), a non-ministerial department of government responsible for tackling unfair commercial 
behaviour. The following table provides some further reading and information.

CMA guidance on Competition Law https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/competition-
law-risk-a-short-guide/competition-law-risk-a-short-guide

CMA guidance for Trade Associations on Competition Law https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/competition-l
aw-dos-and-donts-for-trade-associations/what-do-trade-as-
sociations-need-to-know-about-competition-law

CMA examples of Trade Associations fined for 
anti-competitive behaviour

https://competitionandmarkets.blog.gov.uk/2018/03/06/
trade-associations-are-you-complying-with-competition-law/

Case study on unfair operating scheme rules in a trade 
association

https://bateswells.co.uk/updates/the-importance-of-compe-
tition-law-compliance-for-trade-associations-and-accredita-
tion-bodies/


